
The Year 9 Options Process



 Year 9

 Moving on to Year 10

 Wave 1 of New Qualifications.

 Important Decisions

 A Learning Pathway to the future





















• Fewer subjects

• A chance to choose some aspects 
of your curriculum

• Thinking about the future

• Seeking (and accepting) advice

• A PERSONALISED CURRICULUM



 ENGLISH LANGUAGE  & LITERATURE (Double Award)

 MATHEMATICS & NUMERACY (Double Award)

 SCIENCE – Double Award (unless doing 3 Separate 
Science)

 Core WELSH or WELSH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE GCSE 
(Single Award)

 SKILLS CHALLENGE CERTIFICATE

 7GCSEs & the Skills Challenge Certificate

 PHYSICAL EDUCATION

 PERSONAL & SOCIAL EDUCATION

 RELIGION, VALUES AND ETHICS (RVE) including Equality 
and Diversity Level 2



 ….. are REALLY important!!
 Increased level of challenge

 Increased curriculum time allocation

 Both courses are worth 2 GCSEs.
◦ Both are new courses for 2025



 Everyone has to follow a course in science
 Most follow a science course that leads to 

TWO GCSEs. This is perfectly adequate to go 
on and study A Level

 Some pupils will be able to follow a TRIPLE
award science course, with separate 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

 This will count as one of your three option 
choices
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 The SCC is primarily about the development, 
improvement and assessment of essential skills, 
such as Literacy and Numeracy, Digital Literacy, 
Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, Planning and 
Organisation, Creativity and Innovation and 
Personal Effectiveness. 

 Year 10 - Learners will engage and complete the 
Enterprise and Employability Challenge and Global 
Citizenship Challenge. 

 Year 11 – Learners will engage in the Individual 
Project (50% of the course) and Global Citizenship 
Challenge. 





 You will choose THREE subjects from a list of 
possible options offered by the school

 Choose what you are GOOD at, what you LIKE, 
what you might NEED for future study in the 
sixth form or a possible career plan

 DON’T choose something simply because your 
friend has chosen it! It’s YOUR life!

 The availability of some options will be 
determined by your GLOBAL GRADE and/or 
curriculum grades.



 GCSE

 Vocational Courses, eg BTEC (School 
based)

 NVQ (Partly school/college based)



History

Geography

Music

Physical 
Education

French

Spanish

Art & Design

DT:Product Design

Drama

Religious Studies

Computer Science

Health & Social 

Care & Child Care

 Separate Sciences 

(Biology, Chemistry & 

Physics)



 An alternative to GCSE

 Courses related to a job or type of 
employment

 Learn the basic knowledge and skills for the 
job

 NVQ and BTEC

 Assessment is ongoing with fewer exams

 Taught and awarded at Level 1 and level 2

 Some are worth more than 1 GCSE

 Not easier, but different!!
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GCSE BTEC

A* Distinction*

A Distinction

B Merit

C Pass

D -

E -

F -

G -



 BTEC Hospitality and Catering (Level 2)
 Engineering (Level 2)
 Tourism (Level 1/2)
 BTEC Preparation for Public Services
 Hair & Beauty (VTCT Level 2)
 NVQ Vehicle Component Fitting (Level 2)
 IT User Skills in Open Systems & Enterprise 

(Level 2 Certificate)
 BTEC Business
 BTEC IT (Information & Creative Technology)
 BTEC Personal Growth & Wellbeing (Level 2)











Aims to help you understand the 

wide range of Public Services 

which support our everyday lives. 

These include the police, armed 

forces, health service, fire service, 

local councils and the voluntary 

sector.
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Tourism
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GCSE Physical 
Education

















Hospitality and 
Catering















FRANCAIS ESPAGNOL



FRANCAIS ESPAGNOL





Religious Studies





IT User Skills in Open 
Systems & Enterprise



• These are VOCATIONAL, or work related 
courses

• You study out of school for two hours each 
week

• Available in:

• Hairdressing

• Vehicle Component Fitting





Hair & Beauty 
– Our Salon





Vehicle Component Fitting



Pupil Global Grade Range

Subject A*-B A-C B-C C-D C-E
Triple Science
Computer Science
Geography
History
Business
French
Spanish
Art
DT Product Design
BTEC IT
Health and Social Care & Child Care
Drama
Music
Physical Education
NVQ Engineering
BTEC Hospitality & Catering
NVQ Vehicle Component Fitting
NVQ Hair & Beauty
Tourism
BTEC Preparation for Public Services
Religious Studies
IT User Skills in Open Systems & Enterprise
BTEC Personal Growth & Wellbeing



 Not all subjects will run – dependent on 
numbers

 Some subjects limited by numbers (some 
practical subjects prioritised to good 
attendees)

 Some subjects will be prioritised to global 
grades

 Option block clashes will make some 
combinations impossible – you must 
PRIORITISE!

 Reserve choices are important 
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 Staff – Year 9 interviews

 Teachers – Form teachers, subject teachers, 
Head of Year

 Careers staff – Mrs Christie Squires

 Parents



www.qehs.carms.sch.uk













 Select choices – A messenger form will be sent out following the Parents’ 
Evening on January 23rd to be completed by Friday 31st January.

 W/C January 6th Subject Presentations

 January 14th Pupil Options Presentation Lesson 2 (Parents 6pm)

 Parents’ Evening January 23rd

 Individual interviews and discussions

 Amendments and changes

 Confirmation of choices – Summer Term 2025

 Begin Courses –Sept 2025 (Taster courses for college in Summer Term)









 Please make sure you choose your subjects in 
order of importance – including a reserve (4th) 
choice

 It is likely that you will not be able to have the 
exact combination of subjects you want

 Some subjects are limited by group size/global 
grade

 Any changes to choices after the first stage will 
be allowed subject to group sizes

 No changes allowed from first week in September



Gareth Roberts Gareth.Roberts@qehs.carms.sch.uk

Rebecca Williams Sarah.Williams3@qehs.carms.sch.uk

www.wjec.co.uk
www.pearson.org.uk

mailto:Gareth.Roberts@qehs.carms.sch.uk
mailto:Sarah.Williams3@qehs.carms.sch.uk
http://www.wjec.co.uk/
http://www.edexcel.org.uk/

